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megawatts or less, and which is not a 
testing facility as defined in this sec-
tion. 

Source material means: 
(1) Uranium or thorium, or any com-

bination thereof, in any physical or 
chemical form; or 

(2) Ores which contain by weight one- 
twentieth of one percent (0.05%) or 
more of 

(i) Uranium, 
(ii) Thorium, or 
(iii) Any combination thereof. 
Source material does not include spe-

cial nuclear material. 
Special nuclear material means: 
(1) Plutonium, uranium-233, uranium 

enriched in the isotope 233 or in the 
isotope 235, and any other material 
which the Commission, pursuant to the 
provisions of section 51 of the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954, as amended, deter-
mines to be special nuclear material, 
but does not include source material; 
or 

(2) Any material artificially enriched 
by any of the foregoing, but does not 
include source material. 

Testing facility means a nuclear reac-
tor licensed by the Commission under 
the authority of subsection 104c of the 
Act and pursuant to the provisions of 
§ 50.21(c) of this chapter for operation 
at: 

(1) A thermal power level in excess of 
10 megawatts; or 

(2) A thermal power level in excess of 
1 megawatt, if the reactor is to con-
tain: 

(i) A circulating loop through the 
core in which the applicant proposes to 
conduct fuel experiments; or 

(ii) A liquid fuel loading; or 
(iii) An experimental facility in the 

core in excess of 16 square inches in 
cross-section. 

[51 FR 33230, Sept. 18, 1986, as amended at 53 
FR 52652, Dec. 29, 1988; 56 FR 31505, July 10, 
1991; 57 FR 32714, July 23, 1992; 58 FR 38695, 
July 20, 1993; 65 FR 36964, June 12, 2000; 66 FR 
32474, June 14, 2001; 67 FR 42634, June 24, 2002] 

§ 171.7 Interpretations. 
Except as specifically authorized by 

the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretation of the regulations in this 
part by an officer or employee of the 
Commission, other than a written in-
terpretation by the General Counsel, 

will be recognized as binding on the 
Commission. 

§ 171.8 Information collection require-
ments: OMB approval 

This part contains no information 
collection requirements and therefore 
is not subject to the requirements of 
the Paperwork Reduction Act (44 
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). 

[62 FR 52191, Oct. 6, 1997] 

§ 171.9 Communications. 

All communications concerning the 
regulations in this part should be ad-
dressed to the NRC’s Chief Financial 
Officer, either by mail to the U.S. Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission, Wash-
ington, DC 20555–0001; by hand delivery 
to the NRC’s offices at 11555 Rockville 
Pike, Rockville, Maryland; or, where 
practicable, by electronic submission, 
for example, via Electronic Informa-
tion Exchange, or CD-ROM. Electronic 
submissions must be made in a manner 
that enables the NRC to receive, read, 
authenticate, distribute, and archive 
the submission, and process and re-
trieve it a single page at a time. De-
tailed guidance on making electronic 
submissions can be obtained by visiting 
the NRC’s Web site at http:// 
www.nrc.gov/site-help/eie.html, by call-
ing (301) 415–6030, by e-mail to 
EIE@nrc.gov, or by writing the Office of 
Information Services, U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, Washington, 
DC 20555–0001. The guidance discusses, 
among other topics, the formats the 
NRC can accept, the use of electronic 
signatures, and the treatment of non-
public information. 

[68 FR 58826, October 10, 2003] 

§ 171.11 Exemptions. 

(a) An annual fee is not required for: 
(1) A construction permit or license 

applied for by, or issued to, a nonprofit 
educational institution for a produc-
tion or utilization facility, other than 
a power reactor, or for the possession 
and use of byproduct material, source 
material, or special nuclear material. 
This exemption does not apply to those 
byproduct, source, or special nuclear 
material licenses which authorize: 

(i) Human use; 
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